A non-extractive research approach in a student-lead heritage conversation group

Recent approaches to Spanish heritage language research have implemented Critical Language
Awareness (CLA) methods in pedagogical practices to question and deconstruct educational
processes as well as power relations while actively involving students, instructors and
administrators (Martinez & Foulis 2022, Holguin Mendoza 2018). Building on CLA approaches,
the present pilot study presents a non-extractive research approach that focuses on the active
involvement of heritage language learners in the planning and development of a conversation
group. This study integrates a framework of community-based participatory research (CBPR).
CBPR can be defined by the three Rs: respect, relationships and reciprocity (Held 2020);
furthermore, CBPR calls for researchers to not only engage members of the community, but to
also have a degree of relevance within the community (Wallerstein et al. 2019).

Based on the researcher’s experience as an instructor and a heritage Spanish speaker, she noticed
a common pattern among students — their desire to build community and to practice conversating
in Spanish while studying at a predominantly white midwestern university. The researcher
engaged in a critical conversation with students in heritage Spanish courses to discuss their
interests and desired outcomes for a heritage Spanish conversation group. Students in these
courses were invited to join the group, and others were recruited through a Latinx student
newsletter and word-of-mouth. In collaboration with the researcher, students crafted an agenda
and decided on conversation topics for each meeting. Two group leaders were selected from
among the students to facilitate group discussions. Surveys and research notes were used to
generate qualitative data.

Preliminary results suggest that students feel heard and have an increased sense of community.
Students have also mentioned to the researcher during group interactions that they have become
more comfortable expressing themselves in Spanish and enjoy community building and being
involved in the research process.

References

Held, M.B.E. (2020). Research ethics in decolonising research with Inuit communities in
Nunavut: the challenge of translating knowledge into action. International Journal of
Qualitative Methods, Vol. 19, pp. 1-7.

Holguin Mendoza, C. (2018). Critical language awareness (CLA) for Spanish heritage language
programs: Implementing a complete curriculum. International Multilingual Research
Journal, 12(1), 65— 79.

Igwe, P. A., Madichie, N. O., & Rugara, D. G. (2022). Decolonising research approaches towards
non-extractive research. Qualitative Market Research: An International Journal, 25(4),
453-468. https://doi.org/10.1108/QMR-11-2021-0135

Loza, S., & Beaudrie, S. M. (2022). Heritage language teaching : critical language awareness
perspectives for research and pedagogy. New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group.

Wallerstein, N., Muhammad, M., Sanchez-Youngman, S., Rodriguez Espinosa, P., Avila, M.,
Baker, E.A. and Duran, B. (2019), Power dynamics in community-based participatory
research: a multiple—case study analysis of partnering contexts, histories, and practices.
Health Education and Behavior, 46(1), pp. 19-32.


https://doi.org/10.1108/QMR-11-2021-0135




