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Student Works

Symposium Schedule – Friday, April 22
Morning Presentation Session – CAB 218
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Faculty Moderator: Dr. Ho Huynh
“Medical Companions’ Perspectives on Physician Humility and Their Correlation to Factors Important to
the Medical Encounter” – Echo Rhodes

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Ho Huynh

“Successive Negative Contrast in a Superorganism” – Aisha Abdirahman, Mustafa Ozturgut, & Jassely
Sanchez

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Alan Daniel

“Mankind vs Machine: Technology Induced Frustration” – Payton Davis, Aisha Abdirahman, Caroline
Salazar, Jude De La Cruz, Gabby Pena, & Itiel Huerta

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Alan Daniel

“Just What the Doctor Ordered: Effects of Humility on Medical Adherence” – Sofia Ibarra

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Ho Huynh

“Insights Into Subterranean Connectivity Within the Aquifer of the Yucatán Peninsula: Population Genetics
and Distribution of Typhlatya Species” – Gabrielle Vaughn

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Elizabeth Borda

Morning Poster Session – CAB First Floor Lobby
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Faculty Moderator: Dr. William Blake Erickson
“Dating Relationship Study” – Simone Leal and Trinity Garza

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Amy Bohmann

“Is democratizing IPO access good for individual investors?” – Amanda Selby

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Pablo Calafiore

“Personality Correlates of Social Memory” – Stephanie Gooding

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. William Blake Erickson

“Prototypical Black Male Faces are Better Remembered when Studied Alongside Weapons” – Wyatt
Harden & Stephanie Gooding

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. William Blake Erickson

“Transcriptomes and Aquifers: How do anchialine cave shrimp respond to salinity change?” – Danielle
Bragg & Cody Campbell

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Elizabeth Borda

Special Workshop Session – CAB 218
How to Apply for PhD Programs
Faculty Presenters: Dr. Weixing Ford and Dr. Ho Huynh
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Keynote Speaker and Lunch – Vista Room
12:00– 1:00 p.m.
Dr. Vijay Golla, Vice Provost for Research and Graduate Studies
Speaker - Michael Fortenberry, Southwest Research Institute
Space Science and Engineering Division
“Space Science and Engineering: Bespoke to Commodity”

1

Afternoon Presentation Session – CAB 218
1:30 – 3:00 p.m.
Faculty Moderator: Dr. Elizabeth Borda
“The Great Retention” – Hoshannah Taylor

Faculty Sponsor: Brandon Earwood

“Species diversity and barcoding of macroinvertebrates from the San Antonio River” – Gabrielle Silva

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Elizabeth Borda

“Proposal for a Preliminary Investigation of Community Structure and Morphology of Cyprinid Fishes as
Influenced by Turbidity” – Mykaela Flores

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Marvin Lutnesky

“Growth Models and Their Stability Analysis for Populations of a Single Species” – Iris Gomez, Michael
Garza, & Rylie Quen

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Kun Gou

Afternoon Poster Session – CAB First Floor Lobby
3:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Faculty Moderator: Dr. Amy Bohmann
“Aquatic Moth- Petrophila” – Bridget Hollowell

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Jose Valdez Barillas

“Validating a New Measure of Traditional Masculinity” – Luis Perez

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Amy Bohmann

“Water box - a customized automated water quality sensing device” – Richard Chavez

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Walter Den

“Conspiracy & Exploitable Susceptibility: Using Personality and Mistrust in Science to Predict
Endorsements of Conspiracy Belief Systems” – Dayna Lopez

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Amy Bohmann

“Loving, Living Together, and Leaving: Characteristics of Cohabiters and their Relationship Breakups” –
Monica Whiteside

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Amy Bohmann

Evening Presentation Session – CAB 218
4:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Faculty Moderator: Dr. Joseph Simpson
“The Efficacy of Homelessness Treatment at a San Antonio Non-Profit Organization” – Kristen Soderlund

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Emily Naasz

“Cryptic species of the cosmopolitan Eurythoe (Annelida: Amphinomida)” – Grace Tindall

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Elizabeth Borda

“Urban Water Conservation Social Survey” – Korina Alcantara

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Joseph Simpson

“Diel Cycling of Carbon in the San Antonio River” – Destiny Guerra & Alisha Martinez

Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Pride Abongwa
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Texas A&M University San Antonio
2022 Student Research Symposium Abstracts
Student Names
Aisha Abdirahman,
Mustafa Ozturgut, &
Jassely Sanchez

Title

Oral Presentations
Faculty Sponsor

Successive Negative
Contrast in a
Superorganism

Dr. Alan Daniel

College
College of Arts and
Sciences

Negative contrast is characterized by the rejection of a lesser reward after prior experience with a larger
reward. All previous research on negative contrast over the past century has focused on the behavior of
individual organisms. Individual honeybees (Apis mellifera) exhibit negative contrast but it is unclear how
the foraging decisions of individual bees translate into collective behavior of the bee colony superorganism.
The present study is the first to explore negative contrast at the colony level by manipulating rewards
available and measuring changes in recruitment to sucrose feeders. The connection between individual
behavior and the behavior of the superorganism will be discussed.
Korina Alcantara

Urban Water Conservation Dr. Joseph Simpson
College of Business
Social Survey
The primary goal of this project is to conduct a social survey of Bexar County residents to further understand the
dynamics and social determinates of water conservation behavior in an urban context. Survey questions are
constructed so they investigate two models of environmental behavior the theory of planned behavior (TPB) and the
value-belief-norm theory (VBN). Integrating VBN and TPB produce a model with better explanatory power than a
single theoretical framework (Sumana and Lewlyn 2021). The survey will be conducted electronically using the
Qualtrics electronic survey platform in early 2022. Recruitment of respondents will be done through Qualtrics online
research panel services. Participants will be recruited from adults 18 or older with Bexar County zip codes using quota
sampling from existing respondent pools maintained by Qualtrics. Data from the survey will be analyzed using
structural equation modeling (SEM) an advanced form of generalized regression analysis.
Payton Davis, Aisha
Mankind vs Machine:
Dr. Alan Daniel
College of Arts & Sciences
Abdirahman, Caroline
Technology Induced
Salazar, Jude De La Cruz,
Frustration
Gabby Pena, & Itiel
Huerta
The purpose of this study is to validate a behavioral task, the CAPTCHA task, as a measure that involves the emotion
frustration. In the task, participants are given images of scrambled and distorted letters and they are asked to type the
letters in the image. They are told that their attempt was unsuccessful and to try again. A previous study showed that
individuals who abandoned the task early tended to be more sensitive to reward downshifts in another task, which is
commonly associated with the emotion frustration (Daniel, Rushing, Tapia Menchaca, 2020). However, more
research is needed to compare the CAPTCHA task with other measures of frustration to understand the relationships
between the tasks. If it can be validated, the CAPTCHA task is a faster and easier to administer task compared to
other frustration-related tasks.
Mykaela Flores
Proposal for a Preliminary
Dr. Marvin Lutnesky
College of Arts & Sciences
Investigation of
Community Structure and
Morphology of Cyprinid
Fishes as Influenced by
Turbidity
Human activities are known to cause increases in both sediment and nutrient loads in rivers. These loads cause
turbidity due to river capacity to carry sediments, and eutrophication from nutrient load runoff resulting in complex
interactions. Recent work has shown that some cyprinids lose the ability to shoal in turbid water. Because shoaling is
known to have many advantages, I hypothesize that turbidity may have affected community structure and
morphology of fishes. I propose to test this hypothesis by collecting fishes by seine net from at least ten sites from
the San Antonio River with various turbidity, and regressing the number of species, diversity and species evenness,
catch per unit effort, condition factor, and morphometric characters over turbidity. Negative impacts of turbidity on
such variables could provide evidence that turbidity may be contributing to the well-known imperiled status of many
cyprinid fishes.
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Iris Gomez, Michael
Garza, & Rylie Quen

Growth Models and Their
Dr. Kun Gou
College of Arts & Sciences
Stability Analysis for
Populations of a Single
Species
Understanding the patterns of population growth for human beings or other animals is important for effective society
and resource management. We study several population growth models for a single species to exhibit how the secret
of growth patterns can be unlocked from a mathematical perspective. The models are derived from differential
equations involving rate of population change, birth/death rate, population carrying capacity, and delayed population
influence on population growth. Solutions of the population as functions of time are obtained and plotted to show
their visual effect. Equilibriums of the solutions are also analyzed to understand the long-term behavior of population
growth. Stability analysis is provided to see the long-term impact of interruption from the equilibrium solutions. The
models are employed to explain various interesting natural phenomena involving population growth.
Destiny Guerra & Alisha
Diel Cycling of Carbon in
Dr. Pride Abongwa
College of Arts & Sciences
Martinez
the San Antonio River
San Antonio Texas gives home to the San Antonio River which is typically fed by its headwater otherwise known as
the Blue Hole. In this research, we studied the influence of photosynthesis on the cycling of carbon in the San
Antonio River. We collected water samples from the river over a 24-hour cycle from Brackenridge Park to a point
just outside downtown, San Antonio. The pH increases during the day and falls and night; the alkalinity reduces
during the day and increases at night, and the dissolved oxygen (DO) showed increases during the day and falls at
night. The behavior of the pH, alkalinity, and DO, is due to photosynthetic processes where dissolved carbon-dioxide
(CO2) is removed from the water during the day and added at night, and DO is added to the water during the day
and removed at night.
Sofia Ibarra
Just What the Doctor
Dr. Ho Huynh
College of Arts & Sciences
Ordered: Effects of
Humility on Medical
Adherence
Humble people are open to new information, are other-focused, and hold egalitarian beliefs. This project will
investigate whether humble people are more likely to be adherent to medical advice. Study 1 will examine trait
humility, using the Honest-Humility subscale of the HEXACO and the General Medication Adherence Scale
(GMAS). Study 2 will examine whether increasing a person’s state humility affects adherence intentions. Participants
will be given a health screening survey and will be told that they have a fictitious disease called thioamine acetlyase
(TAA) deficiency. A modified GMAS will measure their adherence intention to treatment of this disease. In Study 1,
we expect a positive relationship with higher trait humility correlating with higher adherence. In Study 2, we expect
the experimental group to have higher humility scores and higher adherence intentions to pursue treatment. Overall,
the findings will provide a better understanding of how people’s humility may affect their health.
Echo Rhodes
Medical Companions’
Dr. Ho Huynh
College of Arts & Sciences
Perspectives on Physician
Humility and Their
Correlation to Factors
Important to the Medical
Encounter
Humble physicians tend to engender high patient satisfaction and trust. Research regarding the effects of physician
humility on outcomes of the medical encounter has explored patient and neutral third-party perspectives. This study
aims to add to the literature by examining physician humility from the perspective of invested third-party members
(i.e., medical companions). Participants will be recruited through an online survey where they will be asked to recall a
time when they served as a medical visit companion. Participants will answer questions regarding their demographics
and complete assessments regarding physician humility, patient satisfaction, shared decision making, and the quality
of physician-patient communication. We will examine the correlation between the participants’ assessments of
physician humility and their perception of the medical encounter. We will also examine whether physician humility
can predict these outcomes while controlling for demographic factors. This study adds knowledge about physician
humility that may be critical to improve patient care.
Gabrielle Silva
Species diversity and
Dr. Elizabeth Borda
College of Arts & Sciences
barcoding of
macroinvertebrates from
the San Antonio River
Macroinvertebrates are important biological indicators of health and ecological change within aquatic ecosystems.
Macroinvertebrate diversity of the San Antonio (SA) River Watershed (Texas), which traverses rural and urban
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regions (Bexar County, TX), remains understudied compared to vertebrate counterparts of economic and
conservation importance. The SA River hosts a diversity of crustaceans (crayfish), insects (beetles, dragonflies),
annelids (leeches), and unidentified larvae at intermediate developmental stages. To improve ecological records of the
SA River, an integrative approach is used to establish a reference macroinvertebrate species inventory and a genetic
barcoding database (mitochondrial COI and/or 16S rRNA) for the SA River Mission Reach restored site. These data
will improve the identification of (i) species of varying developmental stages to adult forms; (ii) cryptic species; and
(iii) key biological indicators. Establishing baseline data will also facilitate the identification of not easily detectable
changes in macroinvertebrate diversity potentially attributed to urban disturbance or climate change.
Kristen Soderlund
The Efficacy of
Dr. Emily Naasz
College of Arts & Sciences
Homelessness Treatment
at a San Antonio NonProfit Organization
The State of Texas has one of the largest homeless populations in the country. Conditionally, policy addressing
homelessness is implemented at various governmental levels, making its large-scale efficacy more difficult to gauge.
The efficacy of the treatment of homeless persons is better analyzed through a look at cases of individuals who have
undergone treatment with non-profit organizations, who do much of the ground work in treating homelessness in
Texas. Haven for Hope in San Antonio has developed extensive, researched based programs that treat individual and
family cases for the root causes of homelessness such as under- and unemployment, poverty, substance abuse, mental
illness, and lack of affordable housing. This study aims to look closely at the diverse programs implemented by Haven
for Hope and their effects on the retention rates and case outcomes of the non-profit.
Hoshannah Taylor
The Great Retention
Brandon Earwood
College of Business
Culture is relevant because it is where the deep cravings of an individual are located. In many instances culture
connects its bearer to its past; some may say that the conservation of culture is archaic and unprogressive but I
strongly disagree. This idea is brought to the forefront of my research because many ethnic/ minority women are
made to pick between personal culture and western societal culture. For the betterment of women, there must be a
compromise. For my research, I would like to take into consideration the cultural, societal, biological obligation that
are so often pressed on females. If women are meant to progress in society we have to create an environment that is
not hostile to our ambition, but we also must provide practical tools and information that will allow young women to
make the best decisions possible.
Grace Tindall
Cryptic species of the
Dr. Elizabeth Borda
College of Arts & Sciences
cosmopolitan Eurythoe
(Annelida: Amphinomida)
The Caribbean fireworm, Eurythoe complanata, has a historical circumtropical distribution within coral and rocky
reef habitats due to limited morphological variation among populations. The evaluation of mitochondrial (mt)
cytochrome oxidase subunit I (COI) and allozyme data in previous work revealed E. complanata as a cryptic species
complex, with two Atlantic and one east Pacific (Panama) lineage. Here we continue to bring insight into the species
diversity of Eurythoe based on the evaluation of mt COI and 16S rRNA and nuclear ITS and 28S rRNA gene data
compiled and collected from Pacific, Indian and Atlantic Oceans, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of California, Mediterranean
Sea, and marine aquaria representatives. Phylogenetic and phylogeographic assessments support at least eight genetic
lineages: (a) Pacific (n=5), (b) Indian (n=1), (c) Atlantic/Mediterranean (n=1), and (d) Atlantic Island restricted (n=1).
The data also reveal possible source populations for introductions into home aquaria via live rock through the
aquarium trade.
Gabrielle Vaughn
Insights Into Subterranean Dr. Elizabeth Borda
College of Arts & Sciences
Connectivity Within the
Aquifer of the Yucatán
Peninsula: Population
Genetics and Distribution
of Typhlatya Species
Species of the cave dwelling shrimp genus Typhlatya are found within anchialine habitats worldwide and are
commonly observed throughout the aquifer of the Yucatán Peninsula, Mexico. Typhlatya species draw great attention
and curiosity from researchers in that they are of conservation concern and potentially play an important role in
carbon cycling within cave systems. Recent work has shown the presence of at least five species (two are
undescribed), all of which can be found co-existing in coastal caves where the groundwater is stratified with
fresh/brackish and marine water. This study will assess the population genetics, via deeper sampling, of Typhlatya
species from ~30 inland and coastal Yucatán caves, as well as marine caves in Belize. The analysis of mitochondrial
COI and 16S rRNA and nuclear ITS and 28S rRNA gene data will yield a better understanding of species
distributions and connectivity among cave systems across the Peninsula (and beyond).
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Student Names

Poster Presentations
Title
Faculty Sponsor

Danielle Bragg & Cody
Campbell

College

Transcriptomes and
Dr. Elizabeth Borda
College of Arts & Sciences
Aquifers: How do
anchialine cave shrimp
respond to salinity change?
Anchialine caves are coastal subterranean ecosystems with stratified water layers (freshwater<-->marine) and typically
lack a direct connection to the surrounding ocean. These systems are dominated by invertebrates among which
crustaceans are the most abundant and taxonomically diverse and with strict adaptation to life in complete darkness,
low oxygen, and limited food resources. The goal of this study is to gain insight into the genes that potentially support
adaptation to anchialine habitats. Transcriptome data from the cave shrimp Typhlatya dzilamensis, recently identified
as a euryhaline, were de novo assembled, functionally annotated, and screened for osmoregulation and oxidative
stress genes. These functional gene expression profiles of specimens exposed to fresh (0psu) and brackish (15 psu)
water, respectively, will provide insight into the biological and molecular basis underlying the salinity preference and
deeper cave specific adaptation of T. dzilamensis relative to congenerics restricted to freshwater and cavernous
regions where light still penetrates.
Richard Chavez
Water box - a customized
Dr. Walter Den
College of Arts & Sciences
automated water quality
sensing device
Automation of water quality monitoring of water bodies (rivers, streams, lakes) is necessiated because it would
remove the need for physical presence and could perform continuous data collection. Applications include both
remote site monitoring and promoting citizen science projects. The development of inexpensive sensing probes and
single-board microcontrollers with open-source software further reduces the cost and accelerates the development of
customized sensor devices. Our project aims to build a "water box" containing existing sensors (conductivity,
turbidity, pH, temperature). Other than the sensing components, the water box will have a sampling component, a
power component, and a communication component. The leak-proof box will be designed and manufactured by a lab
3-D printer. The goal of this phase of the project will be to calibrate the sensors and build a prototype sealed box
with sampling capability.
Stephanie Gooding
Personality Correlates of
Dr. William Blake
College of Arts & Sciences
Social Memory
Erickson
Individuals high in Dark Triad personality traits (Machiavellianism, narcissism, and psychopathy) perceive the world
differently than those low in these traits. These differences may affect memory. In the current study, I administered
the non-clinical Short Dark Triad (SD3) assessment to A&M-SA students, exposed them to various images while
tracking eye movements, and administered a memory task for the images. The SD3 consists of 27 questions divided
equally between the three traits. Images consisted of landscapes, faces, or objects. Eye movements recorded were
fixation frequency and duration and pupillary dilation. After an arbitrary filler task, participants completed the
memory task. Data collection is ongoing. I predict high Machiavellianism and narcissism individuals will have more
eye movements toward people than other details, but high psychopathy will have fewer. These will in turn predict
poorer memory for peripheral details than people for the former groups but the opposite pattern in the latter.
Wyatt Harden & Stephanie Prototypical Black Male
Dr. William Blake
College of Arts & Sciences
Gooding
Faces are Better
Erickson
Remembered when
Studied Alongside
Weapons
Cultural stereotypes of Black men affect implicit bias, leading to such real-world consequences as police-involved
shootings of unarmed individuals. Laboratory studies have found Black faces are associated with aggression, which
can bias perception of objects held by Black citizens. This study extended these findings by investigating how face
prototypicality affects memory. Via computer interface, participants studied prototypic and non-prototypic White
and Black faces (sourced and normed from the Chicago Face Database) presented alongside handheld objects,
including life-threatening objects. Recognition memory for faces, objects, and which faces paired with which objects
was then measured. A “face races” implicit association test followed to determine if memory correlated with implicit
bias. Participants better remembered individual faces and objects than face/object pairs. Prototypic Black
face/weapon pairing hit rates positively correlated with implicit bias against prototypic but not non-prototypic Black
faces. This has implications for eyewitness memory that could jeopardize innocent Black suspects.
Bridget Hollowell
Aquatic Moth- Petrophila
Dr. Jose Valdez Barillas
College of Arts & Sciences
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Aquatic macroinvertebrates are indicators of anthropogenic disturbance when studying the environmental quality of a
river. Aquatic macroinvertebrates are highly sensitive to the levels of pollutants in the water, therefore the number
and the type of taxa observed can tell us about the health of an aquatic ecosystem. Rivers in a fast growing city, such
as the San Antonio River, have suffered the impacts of anthropogenic disturbances and climate change. One
macroinvertebrate that could become an indicator species for these type of disturbances is the aquatic moth of the
genus Petrophila because it inhabits shallow and rocky sections of the San Antonio River. My study compares
changes in species composition and abundance of Petrophila larvae at the San Antonio River, over 10 years, in
response to climate change. Results from this study may help understand this aquatic moth and its potential use as an
indicator species for climate disturbance.
Simon Leal & Trinity
Dating Relationship Study
Dr. Amy Bohmann
College of Arts & Sciences
Garza
As technology advances, intimate relationships have progressed from face-to-face to online interactions (Hitsch, et al.,
2010). One platform utilized is the online dating app, Tinder. As this app becomes more popular, researchers wonder
how people choose their partners. According to Hitsch, et al. (2010), these consumers chose partners based on similar
traits such as age and race. But why do users join the app? Do people using the app for certain motivations find
partners more likable? Using Timmermans and De Caluwe’s (2017) Tinder Motivation Scale (TMS), we hope to find
why people join dating apps and how it relates to likability of the chosen partner. Our first study asks participants to
rate pictures on attractiveness. These pictures will be used in our second study where participants take the TMS and
rate sample profiles using Reysen’s (2005) Likability scale. We will analyze partner likability based on dating app
motivation.
Dayna Lopez
Conspiracy & Exploitable
Dr. Amy Bohmann
College of Arts & Sciences
Susceptibility: Using
Personality and Mistrust in
Science to Predict
Endorsements of
Conspiracy Belief Systems
In the American socio-political sphere, there is a critical need to understand and predict behavior by measuring and
quantifying the factors that inform political worldview. Anticipation of the perpetuation of harmful belief systems
(such as those that advocate against vaccination, deny impactful historical events, or generally disseminate
misinformation) is necessary at this point in American history. Conspiracy belief systems are the focus of this study,
which is timely, especially in the context of understanding the patterns that lead people to become susceptible to
these beliefs. In this study, 117 participants took the Generic Conspiracy Belief scale (Brotherton et al., 2013), MiniIPIP personality scale (Donnellan et al., 2006), and Trust in Science & Scientist Index (Nadelson et al., 2014), and
demographics. Mistrust in science, agreeableness, low openness to experience, self-reported conservatism, and low
educational attainment predicted belief in conspiracy theories.
Luis Perez
Validating a New Measure
Dr. Amy Bohmann
College of Arts & Sciences
of Traditional Masculinity
This study was designed to measure traditional masculinity, after a pilot study was completed, where participants were
asked to indicate traits of “toxic” masculinity. Those traits were used to create scale items. Scale items were factoranalyzed, and two factors emerged, National Pride and Social Expectations. The survey is being validated by
administering the Conformity to Masculine Norms Inventory (CMNI; Levant et al., 2020) for convergent validity, and
the Mini-International Personality Item Pool (Mini-IPIP; Donnellan et al., 2006) to identify correlations of the Big
Five personality traits with the survey. A confirmatory factor analysis will also be completed for additional evidence
that the scale is a good measure of traditional masculinity.
Amanda Selby
Is democratizing IPO
Dr. Pablo Calafiore
College of Business
access good for individual
investors?
Traditionally, institutional investors are the first to purchase shares in a company when they go public; however, in
2021 financial services app Robinhood began offering pre-IPO orders to everyday investors who use the app. I
analyze post IPO stock price performance of twenty-three companies that were available to retail investors on
Robinhood and determine the effects of retail investor participation in IPO prices. Preliminary results show that preIPO prices spiked on the first day after IPO and steadily declined thereafter. Moreover, only three out of the twentythree company’s stocks are trading at a price above their initial IPO price. The substantial amount of risk involved in
the IPO process seems unfavorable for retail investors, while institutional investors are already well-informed and
well-prepared for the risks that come with the IPO process (Mackintosh, 2021).
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Monica Whiteside

Loving, Living Together,
Dr. Amy Bohmann
College of Arts & Sciences
and Leaving:
Characteristics of
Cohabiters and their
Relationship Breakups
This study focuses on conflict resolution styles of cohabiting couples. A previous study using a business-focused
conflict scale was unpublished, and data is being re-collected using a relationship-specific conflict scale (Zachilli,
Hendrick, & Hendrick, 2009), and using a more diverse sample. Individuals will be completing relationship
demographics, including breakup information, the conflict scale, and a few other relationship-related scales. Data
from non-cohabitors and cohabitors will be used to determine differences between these groups in conflict resolution
style, along with conflict resolution style between heterosexual and same-sex couples. Two-way ANOVAs
(cohabiting/non-cohabiting X heterosexual/same-sex) will be utilized, with conflict styles as the dependent variables,
to demonstrate differences or similarities between groups on those variables. Characteristics of breakups will be
examined also. With the addition of more sexual identities, this research will further the understanding of cohabiting
couples' behaviors, breakups, and conflict resolution styles with a more diverse spectrum of identities.

2022 Texas A&M University-San Antonio
Student Research Symposium Committee
SRS Committee Co-Chairs
Amy Bohmann

Weixing Ford

John Smith

SRS Committee Members
MaryKay Cooper
Hoyt Garner
Wanda Leal
Emily Nassz

Walter Den
Ho Huynh
Deirdre McDonald
Thorburn Brock Symons
Cuauhtemoc Luna Nevarez

8

Dennis Elam
Krystina Irvin
James Meyer
Patricia Zibluk

